
Percival Mallets 
How to Care for Your Croquet Mallet 
 

Initial Finish & Ongoing Protection 

All mallets are delivered with a minimum of three coats of Danish Oil applied to the head and all 
wooden handles. To maintain the mallet in prime condition, we recommend applying Danish Oil 
regularly (available from most hardware stores) or any exterior furniture oil. Simply apply a thin 
layer, allow it to soak for an short period, then buff vigorously with a soft cloth. This will afford the 
wood an attractive eggshell sheen while enhancing its resistance to moisture. Alternatively, a high-
quality beeswax can be used, applied frequently for effective protection — the more regularly you 
wax or oil, the better preserved your mallet will remain. 

Drying & Storage Guidelines 

Should your mallet become wet — or even completely soaked — allow it to dry naturally and then 
restore the protective finish with oil. Never speed-dry the wood using artificial heat or direct 
sunlight: doing so can cause the wood to dry unevenly, leading to cracking, splitting, or warping. For 
this reason, always store your mallet in a cool, dry location (e.g. a garage or storage cupboard). 
Avoid placing it close to boilers, radiators, the boot of your car or any direct or indirect heat source. 

Handling & Use — Avoiding Damage 

Never drag or roll croquet balls using the side of the mallet head — this can wear away the 
protective oil or wax layer, eventually compromising the wood itself. If you need to move balls 
without bending over, use the mallet’s end caps: these are designed to handle rough treatment 
without damaging the wood finish. 

If your mallet features an adjustable handle, it will be secured to the head with a 4 mm Allen-key 
bolt (the Allen key is included). It is important to: 

• Tighten this bolt after your first game, and periodically thereafter. 

• Avoid using a spanner for extra leverage — use the Allen key by hand only to prevent thread 
stripping. 

• Adjust the mallet’s weight only by adding or removing lead discs located beneath the large 
aluminium washer at the base of the head. Always replace any removed lead discs with the 
provided spacers. 

Long-term Care & Reward 

Routine care and attention will repay you many times over — with long life and lasting beauty for 
your mallet. Just a few minutes spent on maintenance after play will help ensure your mallet 
continues to perform superbly and retain its aesthetic appeal for many years. 

 

 

Take care of your mallet — and it should last a lifetime. 

 
 

Manufacturer of hand made croquet mallets of unrivalled quality in either traditional or high tech.materials 


